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RESPECT, FRIENDSHIP, BROTHERHOOD, AND LOVE 

Four Pillars that support an enduring Sister Cities relationship. 
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President’s Message 
 

Having just returned from our annual conference held January 25-28 in Laredo, Texas, I find  
myself enthusiastically writing the first newsletter message for 2007 to share with you the  
uplifting experience.  The conference was held in conjunction with Laredo’s Sister Cities  
Festival which gave delegates a unique opportunity of greeting and socializing with over 100  
exhibitors from different regions of Mexico.  Attendees experienced many new and exciting  
activities.  They were treated to educational enlightenment on the overall sister cities  

movement.  We were also given the opportunity to network with conference delegates in extending bonds of 
friendship and advancing our mission of citizen diplomacy.  
 
One of the highlights of the conference was watching potential cities from Mexico and the United States discuss 
new relationships.   A brand new establishment of a sister city connection between a Texas City and a city in 
Mexico resulted from contacts made at the conference.  A good number of conference attendees from both US 
and Mexico dialoged on hopes, concerns and ideas on how to strengthen, unify and expand the mission of citizen 
international relations. Excellent conference speakers advised us on citizen diplomacy’s role in the advancement 
of the overall sister city movement. Citizen diplomacy, we learned, is the incorporation of the four basic  
concepts of respect, friendship brotherhood/sisterhood, and love into the work and play of our daily lives 
to promote peace and harmony within the human family throughout the world. We learned from our Mexican 
delegates that the description of a deep sincere friendship is one soul shared by two bodies and these friendships 
will grow to be one community soul shared by two sister cities.    
 
The conference brought together for the first time, the four organizations involved with sister city activities  
in the United States and Mexico and internationally with US and Mexico as well as worldwide. These four  
institutions participated in dialogue on how we could work together to advance our common mission set forth by 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower. A proposal is in the works to see how this would be accomplished. Mike 
Hyatt, Treasurer of Sister Cities International, shared with us the idea that we are stronger when we work in  
partnership with one another and together we could take the sister city movement to the next level of mutual  
cooperation in advancing world peace. The grassroots strength of the sister city movement is lived through each 
one of us in our local sister city activities, every one of us is an envoy of hope for peace and harmony within the 
human family throughout the world. Take pride in your individual efforts which contribute to the sister city 
movement that is changing the world today. 
 
Gil Garcia, President 

Sister Cities International President’s Message 
 
Sister Cities International is excited about a proposed partnership with the U.S. - Mexico Sister Cities Association. 
 
We are like long-lost kindred brothers, who rejoice at finding each other and discover that we share many  
common traits. We all share a common purpose, because we believe that peace through people is possible. We 
are all part of one movement, the sister city movement, which links together thousands of ordinary citizens 
around the globe in the name of friendship and understanding. 
 
Together, our networks are stronger, and we have much to offer the world and our respective nations. We are 
delighted to work with the U.S./Mexico Sister Cities Association to achieve a possible partnership. 
 
Mae Ferguson, President 
Sister Cities International 
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Message from Presidente Internacional 
 

We have just returned from the United States National Sister Cities Association Conference in 
Laredo, Texas.  This conference was combined with a trade show, which Laredo sponsors 
yearly.  We not only had our conference, but the trade show allowed us to net work and learn 
more about the Méxican cities.  Although based in California, this association is truly national as 
it expands throughout the nation.  At the same time, our Méxican friends are increasingly  
participating and eagerly attending our United States Conferences. 

 
The question is, are we participating to the maximum and are we inviting our Méxican sister city friends to attend?  
How many of your sister city members went to the last event?  Did you make a special effort to invite your  
Méxican sister city committee members to meet you at the conference?  The next Méxican National Ciudades  
Hermanas Conference will be held in Tijuana, April 25 to 29.  Immediately following this conference, El Paso will 
host our International Conference August 15 to 19, 2007.  The time is now to make a special effort to invite both 
your sister city delegates and your Méxican sister city members. 
 
We all gain so much from these conferences.  Net working and meeting new friends is just a small part of this 
event.  Learning about how other sister cities on both sides of the border operate is a large advantage to helping 
each of us improve our own sister city.  Let’s keep this cultural exchange active and well. 
 
In Sister City Friendship, 
 
 
Donald D. Goertz, President 
International U.S./México Sister Cities 

 

 
 
March 2 – 3 US/MX Sister Cities Assoc. 
  Board Retreat 
  Santa Barbara, CA 
 
 
March 4 US/MX Sister Cities Assoc. 
9:00 AM Board Meeting 
  Santa Barbara, CA 
 
 
April 22 US/MX Sister Cities Assoc. 
  Annual BBQ 
  Redondo Beach, CA 
 

 
April 25-29 XVIII Convención Nacional 
  De Ciudades Hermanas 
  Mexíco-Estados Unidos 
  Tijuana, Baja CA, Mexico 
 
 
August 15-18 US/MX Sister Cities Int’l. 
  Annual Conference 
  El Paso, Texas 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2007 

(tentative) 

Check web-site for detailed information 
www.usmsca.org 
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U.S. / México Sister Cities 44 th Conference 

January 26 – 27, 2007 - Laredo, Texas 
By:  Don and Connie Goertz 

Thursday, January 25, 2007 
The conference started off with a U. S. National Board meeting.  There was a good turn out of our Board Members 
and we hit the ground organized and running. Sometimes we all get complacent having conferences in our own 
home state, so this was important to show our sister cities that we are a National Organization.  Little did we know 
what an exciting evening had been planned for us. 

It was 7:00 pm and we were bussed to the border.  A short walk across the bridge and we were greeted by our 
Nuevo Laredo friends and three more busses.  We were taken to the outskirts of Nuevo Laredo where the City had 
built a beautiful Museum surrounded by a park with lighted walkways and sculpture from throughout Mexico.  A tour 
guide gave us a description of each work of art.  Once inside the museum we were greeted with a fabulous dining 
setting.  The museum recently had been completed, so all of the art work had not yet been installed.  We met in the 
theater where a staff member gave us a description of the entire museum.  The theater itself will feature everything 
from opera to movies, a real cultural addition to the city.   

Friday, January 26, 2007 
We had breakfast at the Holiday Inn conference hotel and then walked across the street to the convention center.  
This was a joint session of the opening ceremonies for our Sister Cities Conference and the Laredo International 
Fiesta.  Flags from both nations were presented.  Following, a youth group presented a short musical emphasizing 
our people-to-people program.  Mayor Raul Salinas was presiding and recognizing all the dignitaries.  The mayor is 
a very humble and well liked man.  You could easily understand why he is the mayor. 

The convention center was filled with over 100 trade booths from throughout México.  Mayor Salinas welcomed each 
and every booth and their attendants to this festival.  This is the fifth year for this festival and the city takes great 
pleasure in presenting the very best of Mexico.  If your sister city was not present, you should let them know what a 
great opportunity they are missing. 

USMSCA held a business session.  President Garcia made his opening remarks and welcomed all delegates.  A 
minor By-Law change was approved and then candidates for the next year’s Board made their presentations.  Mem-
bers of Sister Cities International were in attendance.  As an international organization, they have a lot to offer this 
organization.  At the same time they realize that we are well connected in México.  They are exploring ways that we 
can work together and create a stronger more viable relationship with Mexico. 

Once again, we walked over to the convention center to explore the many booths and articles made in Mexico.  
These people traveled from all over México to bring their products to the United States.  There was something for 
everyone.  The people from Laredo turned out in droves to buy and see the many products from México.  It wasn’t 
just the booths; others came along from México to publicize their community and get to know us.  This was our peo-
ple-to-people program at its very best.  

That evening we were bussed to the Embassy Suites Hotel for dinner.  It was noteworthy that Mayor Salinas and his 
wife Yolanda joined us for dinner.  We cannot say enough about Mayor Salinas, who is a giant and an inspiration for 
all.  All of these functions were perfect situations for net working and meeting new friends.  We always can gain new 
ideas for improving our own sister city and improving our relationships with our México. 

Saturday, January 27, 2007 

Mayor Raul G. Salinas held a breakfast for all of the mayors or their representative.  Mayor Salinas talked about his 
experiences with sister cities and several of the other mayors gave their own opinions.  Mayor Salinas is a real down 
to earth individual fully understanding the value of having a sister city and what it means to both countries. 

USMSCA held a business session.  President Gil Garcia commented on the value of this sister city program.  Dis-
cussion was held about the possibility of this Association joining Sister Cities International.  There are a lot of posi-
tive reasons to join SCI, but the final cost for each sister city must be carefully studied.  A more thorough study must 
be conducted before we could actually consider such a partnership. 

A luncheon was held in the hotel.  Awards were presented as noted in this newsletter. Several speakers were in at-
tendance.  Dr. Ray Keck III, President of Texas A&M International University spoke on Citizen Diplomacy.  Alfonso I. 
Casso, Border Affairs Coordinator, Office of the Secretary of State spoke about his responsibilities as Border Coordi-
nator.  Michael Hyatt, Treasurer of Sister Cities International spoke about the Sister Cities International organization.  
He pointed out the positive aspects of joining this international organization. 

 

 

�
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Later, the International Board held their meeting.  One important item came out of this meeting.  President Don Goertz has 
several used ambulance vehicles which can be bought at a greatly reduced price.  Please call Don Goertz if you are inter-
ested.  The Board is working on the International U.S./Mexico Sister Cities Association Conference to be held in El Paso, 
Texas.  The dates are August 15 – 18, 2007 and the registration form and fees will be published shortly.   

That evening we were bussed to the Texas A&M International University for dinner. The student waiters all very smartly 
dressed greeted us at the door.  The dining room was a very large room very nicely decorated.  We were all witnesses to the 
sister city signing of Laredo and two Mexican cities, Tonala and Tepatítlan.  The whole ceremony was very formal with every 
detail covered.  We thank Board Director Gustavo Guevara, Jr. and his staff for their exceptional performance throughout the 
entire conference.  Every detail and request was promptly executed.  Tijuana presented their City for the next National Ciu-
dades Hermanas Conference, April 25 to 28, 2007.  Robert Andrade made a presentation for an International Sister Cities As-
sociation Conference in El Paso, Texas with a video of interesting sites we shall be visiting.  Dates are August 15 – 18, 2007.  
The cost and registrations fees will be announced shortly.  These two Conferences are very close together, so make plans 
now to attend each one.  As always, we get so much out of these programs, so it is important not to miss attending. 

Sunday, January 28, 2007 

This was our final and well attended breakfast. President Garcia monitored and encouraged attendees to speak out on the 
conference as well as other sister city concerns.  This brought out a lot of discussion from both Mexican and U.S. delegates.  It 
is heart warming to see our fellow friends from Mexico stand up and express their gratitude for what we are accomplishing.  As 
always, the Board seeks to improve and will keep making changes, so that they can bring the very best to you.  Your construc-
tive comments are always welcome.  We extend our thanks to all that made this a most memorable occasion.  The Texas hos-
pitality extended by the City of Laredo and Nuevo Laredo was outstanding. 

SISTER CITIES NETWORKING 

�LAREDO, TEXAS  has two new Sister Cities in the State of Jalisco, Mexico, They are the city of Tepatitlan and the city 
of Tonala. These sister cities were created by two proclamations signed at the US/Mexico Sister Cities Association con-
ference held in Laredo, Texas January 25-28 2007. The city of Tepatitlan is located in the highlands of Jalisco and is 
a picturesque city with rich historic traditions and values. Tonala is next to the city of Guadalajara, the capitol city of the 
State of Jalisco, it is known for it artisans in different disciplines but mostly clay pottery and tiles. Laredo has a number 
of Sister Cities throughout Mexico and they all come together at Laredo`s Sister Cities festival held annually at the end 
of January.  

�AZUSA - ZACATECAS  Sister cities committee celebrated "Reeling in our forty years of international people to people 
programs". The event took place on Friday October 13, 2006 at the Azusa women's club. Among the crowd of over 180 
dinner and program attendees were 12 honored guest from their sister city Zacatecas, Mexico. 

�HERMOSA BEACH  sister city received an award for their continued support for the preservation of the turtles and sea 
life in the sea of Cortez. Hermosa Beach has maintained a sister city relationship with Laredo. Baja California, Mexico 
since 1967 

�PARAMOUNT-TEPIC sister cities invites you view USMSCA.ORG web page to read and enjoy the wonderful history 
and programs of the organization which started in 1972 celebrating more then 44 years of active citizen diplomacy. 

�SANTA BARBARA/PUERTO VALLARTA  sister city annual visitation to Puerto Vallarta included a delegation of 60 
plus citizen diplomats including 12 Santa Barbara I-Madonnari street painters. This visitation was one of most exciting in 
recent years. It was inspiring to see the beautiful I-Madonnari masterpieces recreated on the pavement of the main 
plaza in front of the municipal palace. Puerto Vallarta totally embraced this wonderful art festival and will now make it 
a yearly event. Locals and tourist alike were very impressed with the spectacular artwork of the talented Santa Bar-
bara street painters.  

MEXICO - ESTADOS UNIDOS  

XVIII Conference - Tijuana 2007 - April 25 - April 28 

Our Mexican counterpart is holding their annual con ference in Tijuana, Baja, CA.  They have lots of th ings 
planned, workshops and tours of surrounding areas.  For information and registration go to their web-s ite at 
www.tijuana.gob.mx . 
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U.S./Mexico Sister Cities Association Annual Conference - Laredo, Texas 
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USMSCA 2007 AWARDS 

Awards presented at USMSCA National Conference in Laredo, Texas to outstanding local sister city programs are 
as follows: 

Participation Award – City of Norwalk, California: 

While they have been a sister city with Morelia, Michoacan for a little over a year, they have 
brought in all segments of their community - from the very young to the very old - to  

participate in their programs. 
 

 

Devotion Award – City of Paramount, California: 

For their unfailing devotion to those less fortunate in Tepic and the surrounding area by  

assisting them in becoming self-sufficient. 
 

 

Humanitarian Award – Cities of Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach and Redondo Beach: 

While the beach cities have their own unique sister city organization. they were able to come 
together in solidarity to provide assistance to the regions devastated by Hurricane John in Baja 
California - which included their respective sister cities of Santa Rosalia, Loreto and La Paz. 
 

 

Excellence Award – City of Santa Barbara, California: 

The award designated overall excellence and a multiplicity of top quality sister city programs. 
 

 

 

Youth Awards: 

A great group of young adults wrote essays for our competition. They are all very involved in their Sister Cities 
youth programs. Three awards were presented at the conference; Eduardo Gonzalez and Nicole Tam were awarded 
$500 each for high school. Eduardo is from Laredo and has been very active in their youth program, having par-
ticipated in exchanges he states that being a global citizen diplomat carries a huge responsibility. Nicole, from 
Manhattan Beach, says that youth exchanges are human connections that create bonds within families. Erin Perez 
was awarded $1000 for college. She feels that through youth exchanges she has truly began to understand the four 
pillars of respect, friendship, brotherhood and love. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Eduardo Gonzalez              Nicole Tam                     Erin Perez 
 

We congratulate these cities and youth for their inspirational dedication to the U.S./Mexico sister city movement. 



��������	
����
����
����
��

����������	����

��������������

����������������
���� ���

�

 "
��
����
�����	)�

�

�!�����"�!����#���������$��"���������"�%�����&��#�� �����'
��������


