
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1US/MEXICO SISTER CITIES ASSOCIATION, INC.
National Board Meeting Agenda
City Hall

City Council Session Room
68700 Avenida Lalo Guerrero TC \l1 "
Cathedral City, CA  TC \l1 "
Sunday, November 21, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order by President Connie Goertz at 9:32 a.m.

Board members present: Connie Goertz, Bob Perez (late arrival at 10:18 a.m.), Alice Vazquez, Tony Gonzalez, Gil Garcia, Dolores Covarrubias, Amparito Doolittle,  Jeff Failing, Ana Flores, Frances Madrigal, Don Goertz, Greg Pettis, Al Contreras.

Board members excused: George Barks, Gus Guevara, Aida Lerma, Georgiana McLeod, Ralph Mundia, Delia Nevarez, Annie Mundia, Marge Voigt and Ernesto Villegas.

Board members unexcused: Rebecca Amezcua, Juan Nunez, Jose Luis Rodriguez, Matt August, Blanche Gomez.

Guests: Ed Gonzalez, Richard Madrigal, Marti Garcia, Joe Vazquez.

We were led in the Pledge of Allegiance by Al Contreras.

Minutes: The Minutes were approved as presented. 

Financial Report: Tony indicated that the total for all accounts is $56,035.22.  He is awaiting the bill for the Directors and Officers Liability Insurance policy.  A check for $1,000.00 was made as a conference deposit by Connie Goertz.  Motion made by Gil, seconded by Amparito that Connie be reimbursed for this expense.  Approved.  The annual tax return will be filed before the next meeting.

President’s Report: President Connie Goertz reported on her participation at the Binational Mayors Summit which was hosted by Redondo Beach.  Mayor Michael Chin was the “official” greeter.  The Summit had five major seminars which included water, public safety, economics, mayors’ forum and development/tourism.  

President Connie Goertz also attended the Tijuana Innovadora 2010 which was a cultural two week symposium featuring speakers and leaders from the U.S. and Mexico.  Jeff Failing also attended several of the workshops.

President Goertz attended the San Diego International Breakfast as well.

Tony Gonzalez relayed the experience which he had had in Rosarito Beach wherein he was taken for $100.  Jeff Failing stated he has had no problems.  You just have to work with the local authorities.

Old Business: There has been no response from Jose Luis concerning the Newsletter.

New Business: 

a.
Mexico/US Conference to be held n May in the State of Morelos.  This wll not be a big city setting, but more of a village locale in a historic area.  This is the area where Cortez settled.  Conference hotel is the Hacienda Vista Hermosa.  No prices have been forthcoming as yet.  Transportation will either be through Toluca or Tijuana to Cuernavaca.  Ismael Perez, Mexico President, has been very active in the promotion of sister cities.  He will be coming to Riverside as well as going to Laredo.  He has good relations with Mission, Texas.  He is trying to assist cities in Nuevo Leon and Tamaulipas.

b.
Mexico/US International: There had been no word from the International President and then a call was received from President Idunate with regard to a meeting to be held December 1 at the El Monte Chamber of Commerce.  Those attending will be Ismael Perez, Chava Lee, Nani, and Gil.  Members have discussed the difficulty with the sister city members attending conferences.  It may require both Nationals to meet and discuss this matter.  It was proposed that we “accept the concept of dissolving the US/Mexico International and combining it into the U.S. and the Mexico National S/C.  One year the U.S. would act as the hosting ‘International’ and the following year Mexico would act as the hosting ‘International’.”  Motion made by Gil, seconded by Amparito that this concept/proposal be presented at the Mexico National Conference.  Approved.

Committee Reports: 

a.  City Awards: Delia handling.  Last day to enter is December 31, 2010.

b.  By-Laws and Standing Rules: Nothing to report.

c.  Conference: See separate item below.

d. Corporate/Sponsors: Greg and Don are working with Riverside to pick up support and sponsors.

e. Directors’ City Reports: Amparito submitted her report on City of Gardena wherein she is attempting to get members of the Gardena Sister City Assocation and their youth sponsor to attend our next general meeting.  As for the City of Hermosa Beach, their Sister City held a fund raiser in October which was a good success.  Their next event will be a Christmas get together at George Barks’ home on December 11.

f. Finance: See Treasurer’s Report.

g.  Government Relations: Connie attending the various meetings comes under government  relations.  Also, State Controller John Chiang will be the luncheon speaker at the conference.

h.  Historian: Ana Flores presented her report.  Marge Voigt will be contacted by e-mail.

i.  Marketing/Public Relations: Connie attended the inauguration on November 3 of the Ensenada Mayor.

j. Membership: Cathedral City and Huntington Park are behind in dues payments.

k.  Newsletter: No information or response from Jose Luis.

l.  Nominations: Jeff indicated that we need new people with new ideas.

m.  Sister Cities Seeking Sister Cities: Alice reported that she had received e-mail correspondence from a gentleman in San Fernando, Tamaulipas who is looking for a U.S. city.

n.   Trade/Technical Exchange: Continued to next meeting.

o.  USMSCA/SCI - Mexico Track: SoCal will be having its one-day conference on Saturday, January 22, 2011 from 9 to 2 p.m. at a cost of $60/pp.

p.  Ways & Means: Raffle at the conference will be the booze basket and a diamond ring.  The diamond ring is being donated by Annie and Ralph Mundia.  We also need to discuss location of next BBQ.

q.  Website: Connie continues to work with Gustavo.

r.  Young/Youth Adults/Education: Matt August in El Monte is removing himself from the youth group.  He has been non-responsive to calls. 

Scholarship  update: Frances reported that there was only one eligible college student applying for a scholarship this year.  She asked that the board allow two more scholarships for high school students, bringing the total to four.  It was moved and seconded by Gil and Greg to do so.  Motion approved.  Board members to grade essays at end of meeting.

Conference: Our contact is Lalit.  Host hotel is the Marriott-Riverside.  They will provide us with a group number.  The hotel requires a minimum number of room nites.  Rate is $119 with breakfast.

Registration will be $150 for adults; $100 for youth; $175 for non-members.  After January 10, 2011, up $50.  There will be no late charge for those coming from Mexico.

We will request 2 interns from the Chamber of Commerce and attempt to secure a sponsor for the Friday night reception.  

Code # from hotel will come from “Julie.”  Should a Retreat letter be sent to Mayor?  We are setting up the banquet for 75 people.  Entertainment will be a DJ at a cost of $250(?).  We must get a copy of the registration form translated into Spanish ASAP.

Tony will check with Wells Fargo re: acceptance of credit cards.  

Bar tender is okay.  Lunch - $30; dinner - $75.

Discussion: People look at draft and ask “what fun things are there to do?”

- spouses - Ontario Mills - Bass Pro Shops

- San Manuel Casino (pre-conference)

- Riverside - Economic Development

- March AFB - post conference

Need to ask Chamber for bags for attendees.  They will also secure keynote speaker Carolina Zaragoza Flores, Mexican Counsel, for us.

In the event we need other speakers if any of the above fall through, we might consider Andy Melendez, Hal Conklin, National League of International Cities, Patrick Madden (SCI), Brad Cole (new President).

The meeting adjourned at 1:23 p.m.  Next meeting will be on January 21, 2011 at the Marriott Riverside Hotel in Riverside, California.






Respectfully submitted,






Alice M. Vazquez, Secretary
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