                      US/Mexico Sister Cities Association Inc.

                               Board of Directors Meeting

                                    Mundia’s Residence

                                     4970 Aviemore

                                    Yorba Linda, Ca 92887

                                  Sunday, August 21, 2011

The meeting was called to order by President George Barks at 10:20am.

We were led in the Pledge of Allegiance by Delia Nevarez.

Board members present: George Barks, Dolores Covarrubias, Tony Gonzalez, Connie Goertz,

Amparito Doolittle, Jeff Failing, Frances Madrigal, Ralph Mundia, Delia Nevarez, Bob Perez,

Robert Rubio, Jose Luis Rodriguez (arv 1:15pm), Art Torres (arv 10:34am), Donald Goertz,  Annie Mundia, Toni Cervantes.

Board members excused: Alice Vazquez, Ana Flores, Gus Guevara, Aida Lerma, 

Irma Zamorano, Gil Garcia, Blanche Gomez, David Siegrist.

Board members unexcused: Al Contreras, Greg Pettis, Ernesto Villegas,

Guests Present: Gloria Gonzalez, Richard Madrigal, Edward & Evelyn Gonzalez; Art & Celia Felix, Culver City: Barbara Hoanig, Maria Leyva and Tina Molina.

Minutes: After review and discussion, motion to approve the May 22, 2011 minutes as corrected was made by Amparito Doolittle, seconded by Donald Goertz, Motion Carries.

Treasures Report: Tony Gonzalez presented the 2011 year to date Treasurer’s Report. Ralph Mundia moved approval, Delia Nevarez seconded, Motion Carries.

Tony Gonzalez reported that the USMSCA 990 Tax Return and the Cal SI-100 forms have been filled.

Tony Gonzalez also attended a special course on Tax Exempt Organizations. If a club does not file for 3 years in a row their tax exempt status will be revoked.

2012 Conference Report:

Culver City Conference Report: The registration will be kept at $150.00. The Culver Hotel will cost $169.00 a night (plus tax), breakfast is included. They are planning a pre-conference activity for Friday, and a post conference visit to a Spanish emersion school.

The Council Chambers will be used for the Friday night Mixer; and luncheon. The Sony studios will be used for the Gala dinner. The vendors will be located in the Plaza. Art Torres will help them get vendors.

The following were suggestions for workshops:

1) How to transport goods and services;

2) How to organize and conduct a student exchange program;

3) Safety concerns for travelers to Mexico;

4) Emergency Management Responses;

5) How to apply for a non-profit status.

The Board of Directors reviewed the progress of the goals and objectives of the USMSCA for 2011:

A. Quarterly Newsletters, the board thanked Jose Luis Rodriguez for the August, 2011 newsletter. Director Art Torres volunteered to help Jose Luis on future newsletters. Art works for the city of Riverside and can also utilize University Interns from time to time.

All directors need to submit their directors report form in a word document to Art Torres for the newsletters.

Newsletters to be e-mailed, mailed, and put on our web site.

B. Increasing the USMSCA Membership, all directors need to contact their assigned area sister cities and attend their meetings, contact the Mayor and city council members, and explain the benefits for them to be a member of the USMSCA.

C. Programs to benefit the USMSCA membership, expand the youth scholarship program and the SCI partnership.

D. Increasing board member participation, board members need to be more active on their committee responsibilities, send minutes out early and plan some fun group activities.

Proposed budget for 2011:

Connie Goertz presented a 2011 budget. The budget was approved by all board members.

Barbecue scholarship fundraiser report, Ralph Mundia thanked everyone for their help in making this year’s event a huge success. Special thanks to Alice, Amparito, and Robert Rubio for the Cadillac of booze baskets and the professional running of the silent auction and the raffle drawing. “Let’s not forget the money hat lady,” Ana Flores.

The date for next years BBQ is Sunday, August, 19, 2012. The board also wants to go to the same venue, the Hermosa Beach Kiwanis Club, Club House.

Net profit this year’s BBQ $2,868.00; Silent auction, $661.00; Raffle, $507.00; Money Hat, $135.00.

Directors Report, No oral reports at this meeting. Directors need to submit their report in writing on a word document for the newsletter. Art and Jose will not accept hand written, mailed reports. The newsletter is prepared on the internet and that is why it needs to be e-mailed to them in a word file.

Directors assigned committee reports, none were reported at this meeting.

Web site review, discussion:

The board would like to thank Gustavo Guevara for an outstanding job he is doing on our web site.

Travel to Mexico:

The board suggest that sister cities contact their Mexican sister city to asses the safety in traveling to their sister city with a delegation. Also check with the US State Department.

It was also noted that Baja California SUR (BCS) is very safe to travel as well as Baja Norte (North) but not quite as safe as BCS.

You can also go on the Mexican web site for additional information.

www.presidencia.gob.mx
USMSCA National Tax Exempt I.D. Number may not be used by member sister cities because they are not a chapter of USMSCA, they are a member and they would have to form their own 501(c ) 3 non-profit organization.

Non agenda items:

Suggestions to increase revenue included selling hats and t-shirts with association logo. They can also be used as gifts from the Board to visiting Mayors, etc.

Youth/Young Adults: Frances sent out a survey to find out which Sister Cities had a youth group separate from the adult groups; who included them with the adult groups and who had no youth group. The deadline for the scholarship essay is January 14, 2012. Two $1,000.00 and two $500.00 scholarships will be awarded in Culver City.

President George Barks requested a list of cities that have paid dues. Tony will send reminder notices to cities that have not paid their dues, and to members that have not paid for 2 BBQ tickets and $15.00 for the booze basket. City of Riverside told Art Torres they have already paid dues. Several unsuccessful attempts have been made to contact Aida Lerma from Mission, Texas

The meeting adjourned at 1:39 PM to Sunday, October, 30, 2011, in Bakersfield, California, Location TBD.

                                                   Respectfully submitted,

                                                    Dolores Covarrubias, Vice President and acting Secretary
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