
U.S./Mexico Sister Cities Association, Inc.

National Board of Directors Minutes

Sunday, September 20, 2009

Ralph and Annie Mundia’s home

         4970 Aviemore Dr., Yorba Linda, CA
President Connie Goertz called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 
Roll Call:  Executive Board Present:  Connie Goertz, Frances Madrigal, and Don Goertz.  Directors present: George Barks, Esther Caldwell, Amparito Doolittle, Jeff Failing, Ana Flores, Ralph Mundia, Delia Nevarez, and Al Contreras. 

Directors at-large present:  Dolores Covarrubias, Annie Mundia; and Ernesto Villegas,    Excused: Rebecca Amezcua, Hank August, Gil Garcia, Georgiana McLeod, Juan Nuñez, Robert Perez, Greg Pettis and Alice Vazquez. 

Out of State Excused: Gustavo Guevara, Jr., Aida Lerma, and Steve Perez 
Non-excused: Directors at Large: Carlos Tejada  

Guests Present: Richard Caldwell, Toni Cervantes, Tina Failing, Richard Madrigal, and Bertha Villegas representing El Monte.
Pledge of Allegiance:  George led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes:  Don Goertz moved, seconded by Esther Caldwell that the minutes of March 8th be approved as corrected, Moved by Frances Madrigal, seconded by Ana Flores that the minutes of May 17th.be approved as corrected.  Both were approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:   Don presented the Treasurer’s Report showing expenses to date of $2,461.37 and income of $4,825.00. Ralph presented a report for the June 6th Barbeque showing expenses of $1043.8l and income of $2,292.00 with a profit of $1248.10. Connie stated that $200 was also reimbursed by the American Legion Park   It was moved by George Barks, seconded by Frances Madrigal that the Treasurer’s Report be filed for audit and the Barbeque report be accepted.  Both were approved unanimously.
President’s Welcome:  Connie expressed gratitude to Ralph and Annie for hosting another successful BBQ and for hosting this meeting. 

She commended Gustavo Guevara for a great job in keeping the website current. 
Don and Connie attended various events as representatives of US/MSCA:  an Art Exhibit in Riverside, an event for the Foundation of Jalisco to select a queen at the Queen Mary in August, and one later crowning the queen, a Tareada at the Chula Vista Hospitality House and took a trip to Austin prior to the International Conference. 
Connie noted the absence of Hank August, Rebecca Amezcua, Juan Nuñez and Bob Perez who were visiting Tomatlan, Jalisco.
She read correspondence from Ignacio Otero and Bill Soqui stating that for the past 50 years there has been a program with the California Fire Service to train firemen and fire chiefs from Mexico and that they would be training in Coachella Valley from October 4-10 and would need donations for housing, meals, etc. Ernesto moved, seconded by Don that we donate $200 to support the effort.  Ralph amended the motion, with a second from Ana, to increase it to $500. After a vote, the amended motion was defeated.  The motion for $200 then passed with a majority vote.  
Old Business: Connie is working with Greg Pettis on making final preparations for the USMSCA National Conference at the Doral Desert Princess Resort in Palm Springs, CA in January 2010.  Included are: transportation from the Palm Springs Airport, complementary breakfasts, and valet parking.  She presented the agenda. The conference registration fee is $180 and $119 + 15% tax for a double room. 

New Business:   Don felt the International Conference in Austin, Texas was well done, commenting on the quality of the speakers on the panels and the receptions including one at the Mexican-American Community Center. The International Board contributed a $1,000 scholarship to Jonathan Velasquez of Austin and also a check for $1,500 towards a purchase of an electric wheelchair for a special needs young lady in Gomez Palacio, Durango, who is a patient there of Dr. Raul Castillo.  Don and Connie thanked Jeff and Tina for hosting a great hospitality room for friends at the Austin conference.

The International President for the next 3 years will be Eduardo Iduñate Ramirez.
A letter from Gil Garcia written to Eduardo Iduñate, was read relating his concern that the new World Association of Mexican Sister Cities Conference along with the International and the two National Conferences (4 annual conferences) would dilute the attendance and not keep the strong support currently enjoyed for them.  Gil’s suggestion was that the International Organization be combined with the National Conferences, one year in the U.S. and the next year in Mexico.  He is planning to discuss the idea further at a meeting in October with Ismael Perez, Mexico’s National President.  It was moved by Ralph Mundia, seconded by Esther Caldwell that Gil Garcia and Gustavo Guevara form a committee.  After discussion indicating that there was not enough information about the newly formed World Association of Mexican Sister Cities, the motion was withdrawn and the letter was filed.
Committee Assignments: 
a. Awards:  Frances Madrigal suggested renaming the Awards to Awards for Cities’ 

in order to distinguish them from the Youth Awards.

b. Bylaws/Standing Rules:  Esther Caldwell will review the Standing Rules to see they are current.  She also noted that 6 Directors’positions would be open at the upcoming January 2010 conference in Cathedral City.
c. Conference:  See Old Business.  Connie mentioned that an interaction between the

South El Monte Youth/Young Adults group and the Cathedral City youth is being considered.
d.    Directors’ assigned city reports: Esther Caldwell has contacted Paramount, Artesia and Hawaiian Gardens.  


Delia Nevarez noted that the murals sent to San Gabriel by their sister city, Celaya, have no location designated for them.

Ralph Mundia announced the Downey trip to Stateline on October 3rd; that they have been working with Guadalajara to support homes for the elderly; no decision has been made regarding signing the contract; that they have 20 new members who would like an affiliation with Zacatecas; and that in 2010 the sister cities program would be 50 years old. 

Frances Madrigal mentioned that an Azusa delegation was in Zacatecas to celebrate their Independence and their group will visit during October for Azusa Golden Days.
Ana Flores says Paramount has lost 2 elderly members and participated in an event which resulted in a new member who will work to start a youth group at the high school. Dolores Covarrubias recounted an interesting festival in Lynwood that was put on by a group from Nyarit.
Don and Connie Goertz will be attending the October inauguration of the new Leon mayor, Ricardo Sheffield Padilla who is the son of Richard Sheffield, sister city friend of San Diego and then to Guanajuato.  San Diego will be relocating a statue of the Lady of Shoes done by famed Mexican artist and sculptor Carlos Terres of Lagos de Moreno.
Ernesto Villegas recounted an exchange of 15 members with Taxco, Guerrero.  While there, they donated $1000 for a project helping children and awarded 2 teachers $75 each.
Bertha Villegas noted that Matt August, Chair of the El Monte Youth Group is doing a great job.
Amparito Doolittle says she will distribute the Youth Essay documents to Redondo Beach and Gardena Sister Cities.  
The exchange for the Redondo Beach High School students had a successful trip to Ensenada, traveling via cruise ship per George Barks. They will have a fundraiser in a local restaurant on December 6, 1-4 p.m.  Hermosa is recruiting 7th and 8th graders for a Spring Break trip to Loreto. Members will visit for Loreto’s 312th Birthday on October 24th.  It is the site of the first California Mission.  Mulege and Santa Rosalia, B.C. were damaged in the last hurricane. Manhattan Beach is working with them and will hold fundraisers.  He invited Board members to see the whales in February.
Jeff Failing acquired 38 uniforms for the Cobach High School baseball team in Rosarito and takes supplies often to the needy.

e.    Finance:  see Treasurer’s report.



f.    Historian:  Marge Voigt has been contacted with little response.  Delia feels that we should have an event honoring Marge as cofounder.
g.   Membership:  Don Goertz states we have around 40 members.

      Newsletter:  Bob Perez is working on one with Gus Guevara for the website. 
      South El Monte had sent their colorful and informative July newsletter to Board       

      members.

h. Nominations: Palmdale is interested in having one of their members on the Board. 
i. Website: Website is progressing nicely. 
j. USM/SCI partnership:  Mike Hyatt is the new Chairman of the Board for SCI.
k. Ways and Means:  Esther Caldwell asked Don Goertz to check to see if Board Members had purchased two tickets.  Annie suggested that we eliminate Beer and Wine and look for another park.  We will aim for June 6 for next year’s event. Ernesto Villegas suggested Norwalk City Park.  Al Contreras suggested that each board member check on a park in their area, including the rules and regulations. Ralph would like pictures of the Barbeque area.
l. Future Board Meeting  Date:  December 13 -  Hermosa Beach

Other dates:  January 21-24 set for the U.S. National Annual Conference and business meeting    in Cathedral City (Palm Springs CA area).
Mexico/U.S.National Conference will meet in Puerto Vallarta at the Marriott in April per Delia. 
Morelia may possibly be the site of the next International Board’s Sister Cities Conference in October 2010.
Other:  Joe Vasquez who had a hip replaced will have his cast removed soon.

 Don Goertz received the 10 gallon award for his donation of blood.

South El Monte invited Board Members to their 40th Anniversary party on September 26th.
Meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.
Next meeting date will be December 13 in Hermosa Beach.

Respectfully Submitted by Frances Madrigal, Secretary
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